Code-switching between two languages or varieties, swearing and slang -all of them are mainly phenomena of spoken language and none of them is precisely the kind of speech parents, teachers or other authority figures traditionally have been fond of. However, the normative disapproval rarely succeeds in eradicating stigmatized forms of talk. Their function in building in-group solidarity, offering stylistic devices and, particularly in the case of swearing, providing emotional release is important and not easily replaceable. Romaine (1995: 294) notes that despite the negative prestige, many varieties persist partly because they serve as markers of in-group identity.
